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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


O.  L.  EVANS,  m.b.,  ch.b., 
d.p.h.  (from  1.3.57) 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  -  I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

M.D.(Edin.),  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  &  H. 

(from  1.1.57  to  28.2.57  and 
from  18.6.57) 

Public  Health  Inspector,  Building  Surveyor  and 

Water  Engineer  ....  LEONARD  MORLEY, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.A.R.D.S. 

Cert.  Meats  &  other  Foods. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 


M.  A.  CLEEVELY,  c.r.s.h., 
(appointed  1.1.57.  Part-time 
appointment  with  Kington 
U.D.C.&  NewRadnorR.D.C.) 


Pests  Officer  - 

Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


-  T.  NICHOLLS  (part-time 

appointment  with  Dore  and 
Bredwardine  R.D.C.) 

-  C.  A.  PREECE 


Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector 


Mrs.  E.  S.  GREGG 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weobley  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Brewster,  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1957  is  presented  herewith.  It  has  been  prepared 
jointly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself.  To  our  Public  Health 
Inspector  must  go  the  credit  for  the  major  portion  of  the  report,  because,  as 
even  a  cursory  glance  through  its  pages  will  show,  it  deals  very  largely  with  those 
aspects  of  the  public  health  service  of  the  Council  that  are  within  his  province. 
As  his  work  and  that  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  very  closely 
inter-related,  it  is  much  better  to  have  the  report  presented  as  a  joint  effort  as 
we  in  Weobley  Rural  District  have  done  during  the  past  three  years. 

Members  of  the  Council  will  not  misunderstand  me  when  I  say  that  it  is 
with  regret  that  I  find  myself  in  the  unexpected  position  of  having  to  present 
the  report  for  1957.  My  regret  is  due  to  the  fact  that  that  duty  devolved  upon 
me  because  of  the  serious  illness  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Evans,  my  colleague  and 
successor.  When  I  relinquished  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  introduced  him  to  the  Northern  districts,  none  of  us 
thought  that  within  three  months  he  would  be  stricken  with  Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  of  such  severity  that  his  own  resignation  would  ultimately  be¬ 
come  inevitable.  That  very  unhappy  event — his  resignation — took  place  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  a  successor  was  subsequently  appointed.  Though  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  the  officials  have  recently  (1st  May,  1958) 
welcomed  Dr.  G.  D.  K.  Needham,  the  new  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  very 
warmly,  that  welcome  was  saddened  by  the  reflection  that  the  youthful  Dr.  O. 
L.  Evans,  who  endeared  himself  to  all  of  us  during  our  short  period  of 
co-operative  work  in  the  public  health  service  of  Herefordshire,  was  still  con¬ 
fined  to  hospital  because  of  extensive  paralysis. 

The  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis,  which  the  illness  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Evans,  the  first 
case  in  the  County  heralded,  smouldered  in  North  Herefordshire  throughout 
the  summer  months.  One  case,  paralytic  in  type,  was  notified  and  confirmed  in 
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our  district.  The  urgency  with  which  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 
is  being  proceeded  with  by  the  County  Health  Committee,  through  Dr.  J.  S. 
Cookson,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  to  the  limit  of  the  available  supplies  of 
vaccine,  is  heartening  to  parents  within  our  district  who  are  anxious  to 
have  their  children  protected  before  the  commencement  of  the  seasonal  period 
of  greatest  risk.  A  substantial  proportion  of  our  children  have  already  been 
vaccinated,  and  it  is  expected  that  many  more  will  be  treated  before  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  rises  again  throughout  the  country. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Office, 

4,  Church  Street, 

Leominster. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  49,727 

Population  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7,030 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957)  according  to  the 

Rate  Books  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,184 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £34,664 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  £137 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

154 

81 

73 

(Illegitimate) 

10 

4 

6 

STILL  BIRTHS 

3 

1 

2 

DEATHS 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

84 

54 

30 

YEAR  OF  AGE 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1957 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ....  23.3 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  ....  16.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ....  ....  18.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  22.4 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  ....  11.9 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  ....  ....  12.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  23.0 
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PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  EMPLOYMENT 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  Weobley  Rural  District  is  situated  in  the  North-Western  portion  of 
the  County  and  comprises  twenty-six  parishes,  each  with  a  village  or  hamlet 
forming  a  nucleus. 

The  chief  industry  is  agriculture,  with  which  the  greater  portion  of  the 
population  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  engaged,  although  a  substantial 
number  of  persons  are  also  employed  in  various  occupations  at  Hereford 
City  and  Leominster. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Comprehensive  Scheme 

Following  the  Public  Inquiry  held  in  July,  1956,  the  Council  were  advised 
by  the  Ministry  on  the  7th  August,  1957,  that  the  engineering  details  of  the 
proposed  regional  water  supply  scheme  had  been  approved  and  tenders  could 
be  invited. 

(b)  Weobley  Village  Supply 

No  cases  of  water  shortage  were  reported  during  the  year  in  so  far  as 
the  Weobley  piped  water  supply  was  concerned.  Chlorination  has  been 
satisfactorily  maintained,  the  amount  of  residual  chlorine  having  been  checked 
daily. 

The  estimated  average  daily  flow  from  the  Hurst  Springs  was  19,750 
gallons  per  day,  whilst  the  average  daily  consumption  in  Weobley  Village  was 
18,341  gallons  per  day  (an  increase  of  1,081  g.p.d.  over  1956). 

(c)  Domestic  Water  Supplies 


138 

5 
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Individual  Houses  with  Piped  Water 
Houses  supplied  from  stand  pipes 
Metered  Supplies  (Schools,  Farms,  etc.) 


During  the  year  one  additional  connection  was  installed  to  provide  a 
dwelling  house  previously  supplied  from  a  stand  pipe. 

(d)  Parish  Water  Supplies 

Wells,  and  occasionally  springs,  are  still  the  chief  sources  of  supply  in 
the  area,  except  that  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Mansel  Lacy,  Yazor,  and  Byford 
receive  a  piped  water  supply  from  the  Byford  Installation. 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  further  consideration  to  the  possibility 
of  providing  piped  water  to  Bishopstone  Village.  A  survey  was  made  and 
outline  proposals  were  placed  before  the  Council  with  a  view  to  submission  to 
the  Ministry.  The  plans  provided  for  piped  water  to  those  parts  of  Byford 
Village  not  already  connected  to  mains. 

Small  private  supplies  are  still  in  use  at  Eardisland,  Dilwyn,  Mansel 
Gamage,  Canon  Pyon  and  Staunton-on- Wye,  but  they  are  not  available  to  the 
bulk  of  the  population  of  those  areas. 
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WATER  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES 

After  very  considerable  delay  the  small  scheme  for  Dorstone  and  part  of 
Birley  has  been  approved  and  the  work  will  be  carried  out  concurrently 
with  the  Council’s  proposals  for  Dilwyn  Village. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 

The  private  supply  schemes  for  Eardisland,  Dilwyn  and  Almeley  Housing 
Schemes  have  functioned  very  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

The  electrically  controlled  reagent  feeder  installed  at  Eardisland  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year  has  proved  to  be  a  great  asset. 


THE  EXAMINATION  AND  SAMPLING  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  129  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  and  three  samples  for  chemical  examination. 


Table  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

Satis-  Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

Total 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley)  (chlorinated)  .... 

8 

— 

8 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley)  (not  chlorinated) 

21 

7 

28 

Council  Houses  :  Almeley 

4 

— 

4 

Bishopstone 

2 

— 

2 

Canon  Pyon  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Dilwyn 

3 

— 

3 

Eardisland 

2 

2 

4 

Norton  Canon.... 

Other  Supplies  (wells,  springs  and  private 

— 

2 

2 

supplies)  .... 

32 

44 

76 

73 

56 

129 

Table  of  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination 

Satis-  Unsat- 

factory 

factory 

Total 

Public  Supplies  (Weobley) 

1 

— 

1 

Council  Houses — Dilwyn 

— 

1 

1 

Eardisland 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  Consulting  Engineers  advised  that  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Weobley  v\as  ready  for  taking  over  by  the  Council  on  the  20th  August. 

The  completion  of  these  works  should  ensure  that  a  satisfactory  effluent 
will,  in  future,  be  discharged  into  the  Newbridge  Brook. 

No  further  developments  have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  proposed  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  Dilwyn  Village. 

The  Village  of  Mansel  Lacy  has  long  been  supplied  with  piped  water 
supplies,  and  it  is  considered  that  steps  should  be  taken,  with  all  urgency,  to 
provide  a  proper  system  of  sewage  disposal. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Throughout  the  year  the  collection  service  has  been  satisfactorily  main¬ 
tained,  and  on  the  instructions  of  the  Council  the  service  has  been  extended 
from  time  to  time  to  serve  additional  properties. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  placed  out  for  collection  has  not  diminished  and 
the  Council  has  been  advised  that  the  present  collection  scheme  should  be 
revised  with  a  view  to  a  more  frequent  collection  service  being  provided. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  tip  at  Stretford  tidy.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  the  Council  decided  to  employ  a  bulldozer  to  assist  in  tidying  the  tip 
and  covering  the  refuse  with  soil. 

Enquiries  are  being  made  with  a  view  to  finding  other  suitable  tips  in 
various  parts  of  the  district,  thereby  reducing  mileage  travelled  by  the  refuse 
vehicle. 

From  1st  January  to  31st  December  the  vehicle  travelled  a  total  of  6,473 
miles.  Of  this  6,388  were  in  connection  with  the  refuse  collection  scheme  and 
for  the  remainder  (85  miles)  the  vehicle  was  engaged  on  other  work. 

The  estimated  average  miles  per  gallon  is  7.5. 

Clean  waste  paper  and  cardboard  is  accepted  for  salvage  if  placed  out 
for  collection. 


DISINFECTIONS 

Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  as  requisite.  Formalin  gas  or  Sulphur 
dioxide  being  employed  when  appropriate. 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 
RODENT  CONTROL 

Throughout  the  year  at  two  monthly  intervals  the  Council’s  Pests 
Inspector  has  proceeded  with  a  routine  survey  of  the  entire  area. 

Local  Authority  properties  (sewers,  refuse  tips,  etc.)  have  been  treated 
with  poison  bait  at  regular  intervals. 

Treatment  of  dwellings  and  business  premises  has  been  carried  out  on 
notification  or  as  a  result  of  the  district  survey. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  treatment  of  farm  premises.  This 
work  is  discharged  by  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and  constant 
liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Committee’s  Officers. 

It  is  likely,  however,  that  the  Ministry  Rat  Destruction  Service  might  he 
wound  up,  and  if  this  occurs,  it  is  suggested  that  it  would  be  advantageous  lor 
the  Council  to  undertake  a  certain  amount  of  farm  treatment  woik  on  a 
contract  basis. 

The  following  table  describes  the  properties  dealt  with  and  visits  made 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control. 
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RODENT  CONTROL— SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  TREAT¬ 
MENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1957 


Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  district  .... 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agric¬ 

ultural 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total 

12 

1786 

383 

129 

2310 

Number  of  properties  inspect¬ 
ed  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  1957  as  a  result  of  not¬ 
ification  .... 

6 

3 

9 

Number  of  properties  inspect¬ 
ed  by  the  Local  Authority  dur¬ 
ing  1957  as  a  result  of  survey 

12 

986 

372 

138 

1508 

Total  number  of  visits  made 
during  1957 

51 

1281 

575 

131 

2038 

Number  of  propert¬ 
ies  inspected  which  (a)  Major 
were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested 
with  mice  (b)  Minor 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

10 

— 

4 

16 

Number  of  propert¬ 
ies  inspected  which  (a)  Major 
were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested 
with  rats  (b)  Minor 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

52 

75 

10 

140 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  .... 

16 

95 

— 

14 

125 

Number  of  (1)  Treatment 
notices  served 

under  Section  (2)  Structural 
Four  Works 

(i.e.  proofing) 

— 

If 

— 

— 

If 

— 

2f 

— 

— 

21 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  follow¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Section  Four 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Legal  Proceedings 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  block  control 
schemes  carried  out 

8 

f  Informal. 


Block  control  schemes  are  carried  out  when,  after  survey,  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  two  or  more  adjoining  properties  are  infested. 


9 


SYNOPSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 

As  required  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Paragraph  18  of  Article  27 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 


Informal  Statutory  Notices 

Notices  Notices  Complied 

Inspections  under :  Number  Served  Served  With 


Building  Inspections  and  New 
Buildings 

367 

— 

— - • 

— 

Building  Plans 

70 

— 

— 

— 

Building  Byelaws 

15 

3 

— 

3 

Council  Housing  Schemes 

Council  House  Management 

146 

1  ■” 

' 

and  Maintenance 

Council  House  Tenancy 

384 

Investigations 

34 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfestations 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Farm  Drainage 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  Act 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises 

26 

4 

— 

4 

Filthy  &  Verminous  Premises  .... 

6 

1 

— 

1 

Housing  Inspections  .... 

156 

2 

— 

2 

Housing  Act  1936 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Act  1949 

72 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Act  1957 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Hop-pickers’  Quarters 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  .... 

10 

1 

— 

1 

Ice-cream  Licences  and  samples 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Inspection 

90 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Samplies 

67 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

107 

— 

— 

— 

Moveable  Dwellings  .... 

13 

3 

— 

3 

Nuisances  .... 

18 

6 

— 

6 

Overcrowded  Premises 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Planning  Duties 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Inspections 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Offices 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Regional  Water  Scheme 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

26 

/ 

— 

— 

— 

Rent  Acts 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rodent  Control 

13 

3 

— 

3 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

68 

— 

— 

— 

Sewage  Disposal 

238 

— 

— 

— 

Valuation  of  Property 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Samples 

75 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supplies 

167 

— 

— 

' 

Totals 

2306 

23 

— 

23 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


There  are  no  large  factories  within  the  Rural  Area  and  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  such  factories  as  exist  is  quite  small. 

The  list  of  factories  within  the  rural  area  is  as  follows  : 


FACTORIES 

Mechanical  Power 

with  without 

Total 

Other 

Premises 

Almeley 

3 

— 

3 

1 

• 

Blakemere 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Byford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon  .... 

3 

% 

3 

1 

Dilwyn 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Eardisland 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Kinnersley 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Moccas 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Norton  Canon 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Preston-on-Wye 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Weobley 

5 

— 

5 

2 

15 

— 

15 

11 

The  “  Other  Premises  ”  described  in  the  above  list  of  factories  include 
workshops,  such  as  tradesmen’s  premises  at  which  no-one  except  the  owner  or 
owners  are  employed.  These  premises  are  outside  the  definition  of  “  Factories  ” 
as  described  in  the  Act. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

A  total  of  six  improvement  schemes  were  approved  by  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

Since  1952  (when  the  Council  first  implemented  the  provisions  of  the  Act) 
a  total  of  41  proposals  have  been  approved  by  the  Council,  one  of  which  was 
later  withdrawn  by  the  applicant. 
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HOUSING  AND  BUILDING  DEVELOPMENT 

No  Council  Housing  Schemes  at  all  have  been  proceeded  with  during  the 
year,  although  there  are  still  a  considerable  number  of  outstanding  applications 
for  Council  Housing  Accommodation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  unfit  property 
which  will  be  reported  as  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  proceeds. 


A  SUMMARY  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSING  SCHEMES 

IS  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Com¬ 

pleted 

Under 

con- 

Year  struction 

Houses  in 

Preparatory 

Year  stages  Year 

Almeley 

8 

1951 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bishopstone 

2 

1945 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon 

2 

1945 

— 

— 

24 

1953 

Dilwyn 

12 

1953 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eardisland 

4 

1954 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Norton  Canon  .... 

2 

1944 

— 

— 

12 

1952 

Staunton-on-Wye 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

32 

1952 

Weobley 

14 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1957 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Conversion) 

1 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Conversions) 

2 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Conversions) 

5 

1952 

— 

— 

3 

1954 

125 

— 

71 

PRIVATE  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 

Ten  new  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  further  eight  was  commenced. 

Wherever  possible  the  utmost  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  stall  to 
promote  private  building. 
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RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

The  following  table  describes  the  present  position  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  houses  so  far  surveyed  : 


Parish 

Total  No. 

of  Houses 

Houses 

Surveyed 

Houses  in  each  category 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Weobley 

233 

153 

76 

10 

37 

2 

28 

Almeley 

142 

55 

24 

5 

17 

2 

7 

Staunton-on- Wye 

109 

109 

21 

9 

51 

1 

27 

Monnington-on-Wye  .... 

19 

13 

— 

— 

8 

— 

5 

Kings  Pyon 

85 

20 

— 

— 

9 

— 

11 

Letton 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dilwyn 

11 

2 

— 

6 

— 

3 

Moccas 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Preston-on-Wye 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Blakemere 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Kinnersley 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Canon  Pyon 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mansel  Lacy 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Brinsop 

5 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

588 

379 

125 

24 

135 

5 

90 

HOUSING  CLASSIFICATION 


Category  1. 
Category  2. 
Category  3. 

Category  4. 

Category  5. 


Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Houses  with  minor  defects. 

Houses  requiring  repair,  structural  alterations  or  improve¬ 
ments. 

Houses  which  are  considered  appropriate  for  re¬ 
conditioning. 

Houses  which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and 
beyond  repair  at  reasonable  expense. 


There  are  some  2,184  houses  within  the  District,  and  of  the  379  so  far 
surveyed,  approximately  23.7  per  cent,  have  been  classified  as  unfit  for 
habitation. 
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BUILDING  PLANS 

A  total  of  109  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  31st  December,  as  follows  : 

Plans  and  particulars  relating  to  : 


Private  Houses 

Alterations  and  Additions 

Drainage  Systems  (Installations  and  Alterations) 

Schools  (Alterations  and  Additions) 

Licenced  Premises 
Farm  Buildings 
Private  Garages 
Accesses 

Advertisement  Signs 

Overhead  Lines  for  Electricity  Board 

Poultry  Houses 

Tool  Sheds,  Coal  Sheds,  etc . 

Change  of  use  of  land  or  buildings 
Erection  of  Shop  and  Dwelling 
Sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings 
Sites  for  Private  Dwellings 
Sites  for  Telephone  Exchanges  .... 

Alterations  to  Garage  premises  .... 

Village  Halls  .... 

Alterations  to  Shops 
Offices,  erection  of. 

Reconstruction  of  Bridges 


9 

37 

6 

1 

7 

3 

5 

6 

4 

8 
1 
1 
3 
1 

5 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

109 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  petrol  storage  capacity  amounted  to  22,350 
gallons. 

There  are  six  petrol  filling  stations  and  thirty-six  private  storage  tanks, 
licenced  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit. 

No  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of  carbide. 


HOP-PICKERS’  DWELLINGS 

The  introduction  of  machinery  for  hop-picking  has  meant  that  local 
labour  has  largely  satisfied  the  demands  on  smaller  farms,  thus  very  few  dwell¬ 
ings  were  used  during  the  season. 

Number  of  Farms  having  accommodation  for  pickers  ....  2 

Number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ....  ....  12 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  control  of  milk  supplies  is  administered  by  the  National  Agricultural 
Advisory  Service. 


SCHOOL  MILK 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  of  milk  are  obtained 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  also  for  biological  examina¬ 
tion. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  samples  taken  ....  ....  64 

Number  of  Biological  samples  taken  ....  ....  16 

One  less  sample  was  submitted  for  examination  this  year  than  in  1956. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  both  of  which  have 
been  regularly  used  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

During  the  year  102  Beasts,  8  Calves,  111  Pigs,  68  Sheep,  and  352 Lambs, 
were  slaughtered  at  the  two  establishments,  and  after  inspection  the  following 
meat  was  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  : 

8  Bovine  livers,  1  Bovine  lungs,  trachea  and  midriff,  6  Pig’s  liver,  1  Pig’s 
carcase  and  organs,  8  Sheep’s  livers. 

The  general  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  area  is  high.  As  com¬ 
pared  with  1956,  many  more  animals  have  been  slaughtered.  The  total  was 
equivalent  to  an  increase  of  272  per  cent,  over  and  above  the  1956  figures. 

Thorough  inspection  of  all  carcases  was  carried  out  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  this  has  often  meant  that  extra  time  outside  normal  hours  has  been  worked. 
Having  observed,  on  several  occasions,  the  careful  manner  in  which  meat 
inspection  is  carried  out  by  your  Inspector,  in  the  interests  of  public  health,  a 
substantial  amount  of  overtime  work  is  bound  to  be  given  by  him  to  the 
Council  in  the  course  of  a  year  for  this  service  alone,  and  additional  to  the 
essential  overtime  on  other  services. 


THE  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises  in  the  area.  All  ice-cream 
sold  is  obtained  in  prepacked  wrappers  from  reputable  manufacturers  and 
stored  in  refrigerator  containers  prior  to  sale. 

Two  further  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955.  This  now  makes  a  total  of  15  registered  premises. 

Number  of  ice-cream  samples  submitted  for  examination  ....  12 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


The  list  of  food  premises  within  the  rural  area  is  as  follows  : 


Premises 

Number 

Butcher’s  Shops 

.  4 

Grocer’s  Shops 

.  18 

Inns  and  Hotels 

.  21 

Snack  Bars 

.  1 

44 

There  are  also  a  number  of  smaller  shops  which  sell  sundry  items  of 
food  and  sweets,  chiefly  in  prepacked  wrappers. 

Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  from  time  to  time. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 

Age  of  Patient 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

1014 

15-24 

25  & 

over 

Un¬ 

known 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Measles 

1 

5 

2 

10 

9 

57 

19 

3 

— 

1 

107 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

7 

— 

16 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  : 
Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic 

1 

1 

PROTECTION  FROM  POLIOMYELITIS 

Vaccination  is  being  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Department  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  to  age  groups,  dosage, 
and  so  on.  It  is  not  practicable  to  maintain  separate  registers  of  children 
treated  who  reside  in  this  district  or  in  the  neighbouring  districts,  so  the  total 
number  of  Weobley  Rural  children  protected  is  not  available. 


16 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  1956 

42 

21 

8 

8 

New  cases  notified 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Moved  into  district 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Moved  out  of  district 

5 

2 

— 

1 

Recovered 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Died 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Number  on  Register  at 

31st  December,  1957 

42 

20 

7 

7 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a  County  Council  responsibility,  and 
the  figures  given  below  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  immunised  during  the  year : 


Immunisation 

against 

Age  of  child 

Rein¬ 

forcing 

Injections 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

44 

46 

37 

127 

152 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

57 

19 

3 

79 

— 

Number  of  children  in  the  district  who  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox 
during  the  year 


Vaccination 

against 

Smallpox 

Age  of  child 

Revaccina¬ 

tions 

Under 

1  yr. 

1  yr. 

2-4 

5-14 

15  & 

over 

Total 

56 

7 

3 

5 

4 

75 

46 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

4 

— 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

— 

6 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .... 

3 

4 

7 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ..  . 

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

8 

15 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

5 

5 

10 

Other  heart  disease  . 

6 

3 

9 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  .  ...  . 

2 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

5 

— 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents  . 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide  . 

2 

— 

2 

All  causes  . 

54 

30 

84 
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